Course Outline
ACADIA UNIVERSITY
ECONOMICS 3133X1

ECONOMICS OF FINANCIAL MARKETS

Dr. Brian VanBlarcom Winter Term 2025
Office: BAC 342 Mon/Wed 2:30 — 3:50 pm (slot 6)
Tel: 585-1137 Classroom: BAC 135

Office hours: Monday and Wednesday 12:30 am to 2:30 pm

Economics 3133 deals with the economic characteristics, functions, and performance of
financial markets. Topics include financial intermediation, pricing of financial assets,
definitions and measurement of risk, interest rate and foreign exchange rate
determination. These topics will be reviewed in relation to current economic conditions
and policies in Canada and internationally.

TIME: Monday and Wednesday, 2:30 - 4 pm (slot 6)
LOCATION: BAC 135

TEXT Optional: The Economics of Money, Banking and
Financial Markets, written by F. Mishkin and A. Serletis, 7th
Canadian Edition Published by Pearson Canada Toronto,
2016.

The text will be supplemented by additional readings and websites where applicable.

Schedule of Topics: See ACORN

Grade Determination:

3 Assignments (@ 5 each). 15%
5 quizzes (@ 2 each). 10%
3 tests (@15% each). 45%
Exam 35%

Total 105%




Alphanumeric Grading Scale

A+:90-100 B+: 77-79 C+: 67-69 D+: 57-59
A :85-80 B:73-76 C:63-66 D:53-56 F: <50
A-: 80-84 B-:70-72 C-: 60-62 D-: 50-52

Assignments

All assignments must be printed/neatly hand-written and handed in to me in paper form no
later than 2:30 pm on the due date. Electronic assignment submissions are not acceptable. Late
assignments will not be accepted.

Quizzes

There will be no advance warnings for the quizzes. No make-up quizzes will be written.
The marks for missed quizzes are forfeited. The quizzes will be brief and based on recent
material covered or assigned readings. These quizzes are designed to encourage (coerce
1s such a strong word) students to keep up with the course content. Students get to keep
all the marks accumulated by writing quizzes. The syllabus sums to 105% so a portion of
the quiz grades can be considered bonus grades. Keep in mind you can miss two quizzes
and still make 100% for a final grade.

Tests

The test dates are given below. If you miss a test, there will not be a make-up. The weight
of that test will be moved to the final exam.

Important Dates:

Assignment 1 Wednesday January 29
Test 1 Wednesday February 5
Assignment 2 Wednesday Feb 26
Test 2 Wednesday March 5
Assignment 3 Wednesday March 19
Test 3 Wednesday March 26

Final Exam - TBA

ACCESIBLE LEARNING



Rooms 111-115, Rhodes Hall, 21 University Ave. accessiblelearning.acadiau.ca

Accessible Learning Services works with students, staff, and faculty to facilitate
academic accommodations and services for students with disabilities (permanent and
temporary). Accommodations are based on the recommendations that are provided in
students’ documentation. Accessible Learning Services also provides supports including
academic skill development workshops for students, referrals to on-and-off campus
resources, employment-readiness skill development and work placements, and
educational awareness training. For more information about Accessible Learning
Services’ registration process and support services, please contact one of the staff
members listed below or visit our website at https://www?2.acadiau.ca/student-
life/accessiblelearning.html.

Accessible Learning Services Contact Information:

Marissa Mclsaac; Manager, accessible.learning@acadiau.ca, 902-585-1290

Gillian Hastey; Accessibility Resource Facilitator, accessible.learning(@acadiau.ca 902-
585-1823

Azaria Carey; Exam Coordinator, accessible.learning(@acadiau.ca, 902-585-1605

Emily Duffett, MA; Coordinator, Work Integrated Learning Program, WIL(@acadiau.ca,
902-585-1823

Vivian Li; Accessible Learning Support Advisor, vivian.li@acadiau.ca, 902-585-1520

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

It is the responsibility of students to familiarize themselves with the University’s policy
on academic integrity (page 40 of the 2022-23 Academic Calendar).

Copying, plagiarism and other academic offences will not be tolerated. It is a serious
offence to engage in academic misconduct. Penalties are severe and may result in
suspension from a program/course and expulsion. A complete list of Academic Regulations
can be found on the Policies page of the University’s website.
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